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Advent and the Second Coming

• Advent looks back to the first coming of Christ, but also looks forward to his 
second coming.


• Christians confess:

• That Jesus “will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead; 

whose kingdom shall have no end.” (Nicene Creed)

• Hope in “the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.” (Apostles’ 

Creed)


We preach not one coming only of Jesus Christ, but a second also, far more 
glorious than the first. The first revealed the meaning of his patient endurance; 
the second brings with it the crown of the divine kingdom.

- Cyril of Jerusalem



What’s love got to do with it?

• How can a loving God also be a God of judgment?

• A timely question, raised by the best-selling book Love Wins by Rob Bell

• It can as easily be asked how a loving God can not be a God of judgment.

• “[I]n a world of violence it would not be worthy of God not to wield the sword; 

if God were not angry at injustice and deception and did not make the final 
end to violence God would not be worthy of our worship .... it takes the quiet 
of a suburban home for the birth of the thesis that human nonviolence 
corresponds to God's refusal to judge.” - Miroslav Volf, Exclusion and 
Embrace


• Our discomfort with the imprecatory Psalms is at least partially due to the fact 
that we’ve never experienced the discomfort that gave rise to the imprecatory 
Psalms.


• Bell, to his credit, does not deny the horrors of evil or gloss over the need for 
evil to be judged



Jesus and Hell

• Jesus taught about hell more than the rest of the biblical authors combined

• “Eternal fire and punishment” as the final abode of those who have 

rejected God (Mt. 25:41, 46)

• Those who sin are in danger of the “fire of hell” (Mt. 5:22, 18:8-9)

• Multiple references to “Gehenna,” the trash-heap outside the city “where 

their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched” (Mk. 9:43)

• Jesus warns that we should “not fear those who can kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul. Rather be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul 
and body in hell.” (Mt. 10:28)


• Virtually all commentators believe that the images of fire, darkness, etc., are 
metaphorical, though this is little comfort.


• The images convey decomposition - the eternal falling apart of humanity cut 
off from the Word of power that sustains them.



De-creation as Judgment

I looked on the earth, and behold, it was without form and void;

	 	 and to the heavens, and they had no light.

	 I looked on the mountains, and behold, they were quaking,

	 	 and all the hills moved to and fro.

	 I looked, and behold, there was no man,

	 	 and all the birds of the air had fled.

	 I looked, and behold, the fruitful land was a desert,

	 	 and all its cities were laid in ruins

	 	 before the LORD, before his fierce anger.

	 For thus says the LORD, “The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not 
make a full end.”


	 - Jeremiah 4:23-27




Hell and Free Will

• Evil, sin and death are not creations of God; they enter the creation through 
mankind’s free choice to turn away from God (which must ultimately be 
nihilistic; hence the imagery of hell as de-creation)


• Romans 1-2 explains that God’s wrath (i.e. judgment) is revealed against 
ungodliness in that God has given sinners up to their own desires.


• The tragically ironic result of this exercise of “freedom” is bondage to sin 
(Gen. 4:7, John 8:34, Isa. 29:9-10, Rom. 1:21).


• Hell is God finally refusing to abrogate human freedom.  

• "Scripture sees hell as self-chosen . . . [H]ell appears as God's gesture of 

respect for human choice. All receive what they actually chose, either to be 
with God forever, worshipping him, or without God forever, worshipping 
themselves.” - J.I. Packer, Concise Theology



Hell and Free Will

• Hell may seem an extreme punishment for what seem like minor failings, but 
consider how a human being “curved inward” would develop on an eternal 
timescale:


• “Hell begins with a grumbling mood, always complaining, always blaming 
others . . . but you are still distinct from it. You may even criticize it in yourself 
and wish you could stop it. But there may come a day when you can no 
longer. Then there will be no you left to criticize the mood or even to enjoy it, 
but just the grumble itself, going on forever like a machine. It is not a question 
of God 'sending us' to hell. In each of us there is something growing, which 
will BE Hell unless it is nipped in the bud.” - C.S. Lewis


• A prison door which can only be opened from outside is Bonhoeffer’s 
metaphor for Advent; the corresponding image for hell may be a prison door 
locked from within.



God’s Salvation in Judgment in Revelation

• Our hope for the second coming is a confession that:

• The kingdom belongs to God and Christ (11:15-19)

• The church will be protected by God to proclaim the gospel until the times 

are fulfilled (11:1-14; 12:1-13:10; cf. Mt. 16:18).

• God’s people are sealed (7) and will be delivered to stand with the Lamb 

on Mount Zion through a new exodus of plague-like judgments in the 
trumpets (7-8) and bowls (15-19).


• Christ has conquered through his death and resurrection (5:5-6), and he 
will come again to conquer the final enemies, Satan and death itself 
(19:11-21, 20 cf. 1 Cor. 15:24-28).


• The church in the world is called to overcome (2-3), that she might be the 
bride of Christ in glory in the new heaven and the new earth (21-22).



The Millennium and the Last Days

• Christians hold divergent views as to how and when Christ will return, largely 
relative to a thousand-year reign of Christ described in Revelation 20.

• Premillennialists believe that Christ will return before the millennium, and 

thus expect things to get worse and worse.

• Postmillennialists believe that Christ will return after the millennium, and 

thus expect things to get better and better.

• Amillennialists believe that the millennium is a figurative reference to the 

whole period between the two advents of Christ.

• These positions loosely correlate with views on Christ and Culture.

• Amillennialism has historically been the majority view of the church; pre- and 

post-millennialism have thrived predominantly in 19th/20th century America, 
corresponding roughly to extreme counterculturalist (pre) and 
transformationist (post) views.



The Millennium and the Last Days

• The case for a literal and future millennium hangs largely on the argument that 
persecution as severe as that described in Revelation 13, and therefore the 
scene described in Revelation 20 leading up to the millennium, have not yet 
occurred (cf. Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology).


• But many commentators argue that the persecution described in Revelation 
was meant to reflect the contemporary challenges faced by the churches to 
which it was written.


• Amillennialism is arguably most faithful to the “already/not yet” dynamic 
reflected in Jesus’ Olivet Discourse of Mt. 24, which anticipates simultaneous 
persecution/rejection and the advance of the gospel throughout the whole 
world.


• Likewise, the rest of the New Testament assumes that Christ is reigning, and 
yet that the consummation of that reign is in the future.



Already and Not Yet

• Already:

• Satan is already bound; Jesus has authority over him - Luke 10, 11

• “[T]his gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 

world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” - Matthew 
24:14


• Not yet:

• “Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father 

after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death.” - 1 Corinthians 15:24-26 


• “[A]s the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man.” - Matthew 24:27



Already and Not Yet

“The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, nor will they 
say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst 
of you.”  And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will 
desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. And 
they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not go out or follow them. 
For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so 
will the Son of Man be in his day.”


- Luke 17:20-24


“Since Christ’s ascension and the descent of the Spirit at Pentecost, we have 
been living in ‘the/these last days’ (Acts 2:17; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:1; Heb. 1:2; 
James 5:3; 2 Pet. 3:3; Jude 18; 1 Pet. 1:20;  1 John 2:18), before the ‘last 
day’ (John 6:39, 40, 44, 54; 11:24; 12:28).” - Michael Horton, The Christian 
Faith



Creation, Exodus, and Consummation

• The Bible does not provide clarity as to exactly how and when Christ will 
come again (indeed, Jesus himself tells us know one knows the day or hour, 
Mt. 24:36).


• It is, however clear that:

• Jesus will come again

• He is coming “soon” - preparation for his return is an urgent matter

• He will come again in glory and in judgement

• The consummation will have the character of a new Exodus and new 

creation.

• This last point is worth emphasizing - much of the imagery of Revelation is 

best understood as alluding back to the Old Testament, as much as forward 
to future events.



The Bookends of Theology



Revelation and Exodus

During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned 
because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery 
came up to God. And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his 
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. God saw the people of Israel
—and God knew.

- Exodus 2:23-25


When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about 
half an hour. Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven 
trumpets were given to them. And another angel came and stood at the altar with 
a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the 
saints on the golden altar before the throne, and the smoke of the incense, with 
the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel.

- Revelation 8:1-4



Revelation and Exodus

• Just as God delivered his people from bondage to slavery through judgment 
on Egypt, so he will finally deliver his people from bondage to corruption 
through judgment on the world of evil.


• Note that Exodus and Creation are described in very similar terms, with the 
Temple being the unifying image.  One of the main points that Moses would 
have been conveying was that the God who brought His people out of Egypt 
was the Creator, and vice versa. 


• The judgment against evil in Revelation takes the form of plagues, associated 
with the blowing of seven trumpets (7-8) and the pouring out of seven bowls 
(15-19), which resemble very closely the ten plagues against Egypt.



The Exodus Plagues and Revelation’s Trumpets

Trumpets in Revelation Plagues in Exodus

1.  Rev. 8:7 - hail, fire 7th, Ex. 9:23-25 - hail, fire

2. Rev. 8:8-9, sea to blood, one-third of living things 
dies

1st, Ex. 7:17-21, Nile to blood, 
fish die

3. Rev. 8:10-11, rivers and springs made bitter 1st, Ex. 7:17-21, rivers and 
canals to blood

4. Rev. 8:12, one-third of sun, moon, and stars 
darkened

9th, Ex. 10:21-29, three days of 
darkness

5. Rev. 9:1-11, darkness, locusts like scorpions 9th and 8th, Ex. 10:21-29, 
darkness; Ex. 10;12-20, locusts

6. Rev. 9:12-19, angels released and mounted troops, 
fire, smoke and sulfur kill one-third of humanity

10th, Ex. 11:1-10; 12:29-32, 
angel of death

7. Rev. 10:1, angel wrapped in a cloud with legs like 
pillars of fire

Israel led out of Egypt by pillars 
of cloud and fire

Source:  James Hamilton, God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment, p. 547



The Exodus Plagues and Revelation’s Bowls

Bowls in Revelation Plagues in Exodus

1.  Rev. 16:2, sores 6th, Ex. 9:10, boils/sores

2. Rev. 16:3, sea to blood, all living things die 1st, Ex. 7:17-21, Nile to blood, 
fish die

3. Rev. 16:4-7, rivers and springs to blood 1st, Ex. 7:17-21, rivers and 
canals to blood

4. Rev. 16:8-9, sun burns people

5. Rev. 16:10-11, darkness 9th, Ex. 10:21-29, darkness

6. Rev. 16:12-15, Euphrates dried up and the demons 
prepared for battle Ex. 14, Red Sea parted

7. Rev. 16:17-21, air, earthquake, hail 7th, Ex. 9:13-35, hail

Source:  James Hamilton, God’s Glory in Salvation Through Judgment, p. 547



Revelation and Exodus

• After the Exodus, Moses sings a song celebrating God’s judgment (Ex. 
15:1-21); the judgment in Revelation similarly elicits the “song of Moses, the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb.” (Rev. 15:3-4)


• The climax of Exodus is the building of the tabernacle and God’s taking 
residence in it, filling it with the cloud of His glory so that none could enter 
(Ex. 40:34-38); similarly, in Revelation, “the sanctuary was filled with smoke 
from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the 
sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.” (Rev. 
15:8)


• The Exodus was followed by the conquest of Canaan.  Similarly, judgment in 
revelation is followed by the conquest of Jesus (the new Joshua), who defeats 
his enemies (Rev. 19:11-21), sets up his kingdom (Rev. 20:1-6), puts down a 
final rebellion (Rev. 20:7-10), enacts the final judgment (Rev. 20:11-15), and 
rules with God in the new heavens and the new earth (Rev. 21-22).



Eden, the Temple, and the New City

• John’s vision in Rev. 21-22 draws together imagery from Genesis 1-2 and 
such prophetic passages (describing the dimensions and architecture of the 
temple) as Ezekiel 37, 40-48, and Isaiah 54.


• The unifying image is the Temple:  the garden prefigures, and the new 
heavens and new earth consummate, the dwelling place of God with man.


• G.K. Beale lists nine indicators that the Garden is best understood as God’s 
temple within the original creation.

• “Eden, the Temple, and the Church’s Mission in the New Creation,” J. Ev. 

Theol. Soc. 48/1 [March 2005], 5-31

• The Temple and the Church’s Mission provides a book-length treatment.



Eden, the Temple, and the New City

1. The Temple is the place of God’s presence; the Garden is where God 
walked and talked with Adam.


2. The mandate given to Adam in Gen. 2:15 to “guard and keep” the garden is 
later used in the OT to describe the priestly vocation (Num. 3:7-8, 8:25-26, 
18:5-6; 1 Chr. 23:32; Ezek. 44:14).  Having failed in that vocation, Adam is 
replaced by the cherubim who guard the gate of Eden; the cherubim are 
later memorialized on the ark of the covenant.


3. The tree of life is memorialized in the arboreal imagery of the lampstand 
placed outside the Holy of Holies.


4. The Temple also contained wooden carvings of garden imagery (1 Kings 
6-7).


5. The Garden, Temple, and the eschatological Temple (Zion) are all described 
as facing east and being on a mountain (Gen. 3:24; Ex. 15:17, Ezek. 
28:14-16, 40:2-6, 43:12).



Eden, the Temple, and the New City

6. The ark in the Holy of Holies contains the law, which leads to wisdom and is 
associated with judgment, as does the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil; touching the ark/eating of this tree leads to death.


7. A river flows out of Eden and out of the eschatological Temple in both Ezek. 
47:1-12 and Rev. 21:1-2; the image of a river in the Temple appears also in 
Psalm 36, where it is described as the “river of your delights” (36:8), but 
literally as “the river of your Edens.” 


8. Eden, Temple, and New City are all described as increasing in holiness as 
one moves from the periphery to the center.


9. Ezekiel 28 draws much of this imagery together in a lament over the King of 
Tyre, which, nonetheless, reads like a lament over the casting of Adam out 
of a priestly role in the garden.



Revelation and Creation

• In the first creation, the sea is pushed aside to make room for dry land.  In the 
new creation, there is no sea (Rev. 21:1).


• In the first creation, there was alternation between day and night, light and 
darkness.  In the new creation, there is no night (Rev. 21:25), and there is 
neither sun nor moon, “for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb.” (Rev. 21:23, cf. 22:5) 


• God walks and talks with humanity in the garden; in the new city, “the 
dwelling place of God is with man.”


• Precious stones and metals are found in both Eden (Gen. 2:12) and the new 
Jerusalem (Rev. 21:18-21).


• A river flows out of the center of Eden (Gen. 2:10) and from the throne of God 
in the new creation (Rev. 22: 1-2).


• The tree of life (Gen. 2:9) is back! (Rev. 22:2)

• There is “no temple in the [new] city, for its temple is the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb.” (Rev. 21:22)



Praying for the Second Coming

• How do we pray in light of this?

• We pray to the Creator.

• We pray to the one who is mighty to save, as in the Exodus.

• We pray to the only perfectly wise judge, who is coming again to judge the 

living and the dead.

• We pray to the second Adam, our perfect high priest, tempted in every 

way like us, but without sin.

• We pray to the Lamb who was slain, who was pierced for our 

transgressions, by whose wounds we are healed.


“I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! I have a 
baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is 
accomplished!”

-Luke 12:49-50



Come Quickly

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”


	 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from 
the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son. … The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let 
the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires 
take the water of life without price. … He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am 
coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!


- Revelation 21:1-7; 22:17, 20-21



