
Wait and Hope

Christ the King Adult Education

November 30, 2014

First Sunday in Advent



What is Advent?

• Advent refers to the coming of Christ


• It looks back to the years of waiting for the incarnation


• It also looks ahead to the second coming


• It is the beginning of the Christian year, the first of seven seasons


• Much more on this next week…



The Four Sundays of Advent

• Hope, Peace, Joy, Love


• Patriarchs, Prophets, Incarnation, Second Coming


• Romans 14:17:  “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 
drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”



Advent and the Great Commission

• “How can anyone remain interested in a religion which seems to have no 
concern with nine-tenths of his life? … Let the Church remember this:  that 
every maker and worker is called to serve God in his profession or trade - not 
outside it.  The Apostles complained rightly when they said it was not meet 
they should leave the word of God and serve tables; their vocation was to 
preach the world.  But the person whose vocation it is to prepare the meals 
beautifully might with justice protest:  It is not meet for us to leave the service 
of our tables to preach the word.”  - Dorothy Sayers, “Why Work?”


• Time is created:  work out the implications


• If the church calendar has any value, it is that it puts time into the service of 
the church’s mission to proclaim the gospel - both internally and externally



Calendars tell stories

• Truck Day, Pitchers and Catchers Report


• September, not January, as the start of the year


• Seasons - the perfect blend of familiarity and novelty


• Tax Day


• Political cycles


• Etc…


• (Human) nature abhors a (narrative) vacuum



Wait and Hope

• Not the way things are meant to be


• “Until the day when God shall deign to reveal the future to man, all human 
wisdom is summed up in these two words - 'Wait and hope’.”  - Alexandre 
Dumas, The Count of Monte Cristo


• “A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes... and is completely dependent on 
the fact that the door of freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a 
bad picture of Advent.”  - Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters from Prison 

• Faith and Repentance, animated by Remembrance and Anticipation


• Note that in some traditions Advent is a fast.



Birth Pangs

All around us we observe a pregnant creation.  The difficult times of pain 
throughout world are simply birth pangs.  But it’s not only around us; it’s within 
us.  The Spirit of God is arousing us within.  We’re also feeling the birth pangs.  
These sterile and barren bodies of ours are yearning for full deliverance.  That is 
why waiting does not diminish us, any more than waiting diminishes a pregnant 
mother.  We are enlarged in the waiting.  We, of course don’t see what is 
enlarging us.  But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful 
our expectancy.


- Romans 8:22-25, The Message



The hope that is in you

• Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 
them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 
always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 
having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile 
your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.  - 1 Peter 3:13-16


• 'What I need first of all is not exhortation, but a gospel, not directions for 
saving myself but knowledge of how God has saved me. Have you any good 
news? That is the question that I ask of you. I know your exhortations will not 
help me. But if anything has been done to save me, will you not tell me the 
facts?’  - J. Gresham Machen



Hope - the Promises Given to the Patriarchs

• The Promise of the Seed:  why genealogies?


• After the Fall:  three cycles of sin, judgement, grace


• Cain


• The Flood


• Babel


• In the last cycle, the grace takes the form of the call of Abram


• Faith in God’s promises:  Genesis 15:6



The Righteous Shall Live by Faith

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are 
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no 
law there is no transgression.

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to 
all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. In hope he believed against hope, that he should 
become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” He did not 
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was 
about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. No unbelief 
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory 
to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. That is why his faith was 
“counted to him as righteousness.” But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his 
sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead 
Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.

- Romans 4:13-25



Zechariah’s Song (Benedictus)

	 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,

	 	 for he has visited and redeemed his 
people

	 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us

	 	 in the house of his servant David,

	 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy 
prophets from of old,

	 that we should be saved from our enemies

	 	 and from the hand of all who hate us;

	 to show the mercy promised to our fathers

	 	 and to remember his holy covenant,

	 the oath that he swore to our father 
Abraham, to grant us

	 	 that we, being delivered from the hand 
of our enemies,

	 might serve him without fear,

	 	 in holiness and righteousness before 
him all our days.

	 And you, child, will be called the prophet of 
the Most High;


	 	 for you will go before the Lord to 
prepare his ways,

	 to give knowledge of salvation to his people

	 	 in the forgiveness of their sins,

	 because of the tender mercy of our God,

	 	 whereby the sunrise shall visit us from 
on high

	 to give light to those who sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death,

	 	 to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.”


- Luke 1:68-79



The Promise of Light

	  The people who walked in darkness

	 	 have seen a great light;

	 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

	 	 on them has light shone.

	 


- Isaiah 9:2


