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History of Advent

• Advent means “coming”

• The precise date of its origin is unknown, but we know it was celebrated as 

early as the mid-sixth century

• Earliest liturgical treatment of time was only the liturgical week (e.g. the weekly 

Sabbath), which is the only time set aside by Scripture for Christians

• The liturgical year began to develop out of Passover

• The cycle leading from Lent into Easter is probably next-oldest, and was 

initially a season of preparation for catechumens (and then for the whole 
church with them)



History of Advent

• By the fourth century, the date of Christmas was set (and it appears that it 
was initially the beginning of the liturgical calendar)

• Competition with Roman festival of Saturnalia

• Dated from March 25, the traditional date of the annunciation


• Historically a season of fasting preceding the feast of Christmas (as Lent 
precedes Easter), but less a penitential fast than focused on the groaning of 
all creation.



History of Advent

• Traditions

• Time set aside for meditation on the Nativity and Gospel story

• The wreath

• The candles


• Hope, Peace, Joy, Love

• Patriarchs, Prophets, Incarnation, Second Coming

• Plenty of other variants (shepherds, wise men, Mary, Bethlehem, etc.)


• Colors:  Blue or purple,  with the third candle (Gaudete) colored rose or 
pink



This week:  Peace

• The biblical concept of peace is a far broader, richer concept than the 
absence of conflict

• Wholeness, completeness

• The way things are supposed to be


• Connection to the first week - wait and hope:

“Advent can be celebrated only by those whose souls give them no peace, who 
know that they are poor and incomplete, and who sense something of the 
greatness that is supposed to come…” - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

• Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness… the 

peacemakers…



Peace and Creation

• Creation is created in peace, created for peace

• An ontology of peace

• Work given in peace - a trajectory toward fullness


• The defining characteristic of peace is that God dwells with man

• Psalm 72 and the natural order of things


• The king ruling as God’s agent of justice

• Prosperity growing in the “soil” of righteousness

• Defending the cause of the poor


• Excursus:  Religious Violence? Christianity and the idea of the human



Peace and the Fall

• The Fall generates a rift in every relationship:

• Man with God

• Man with other people

• Man with nature

• Man with himself


• Peace cannot be restored to any one of these relationships without restoring 
all, but the absolute sine qua non is peace with God




Peace and the Prophets

• Messianic prophecies

• Isaiah 11

• Isaiah 40:1-5


• The prophetic genre

• Covenantal prosecution

• And yet - promise of restoration


• Ezekiel

• Ezekiel 11:  the glory of the Lord departs from the temple

• Ezekiel 36-7:  the promise of renewed hearts and life from what was dead



Peace and the Prophets

“Therefore say to the house of Israel… I will give you a new heart, and a new 
spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 
and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the 
land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your 
God. … On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will cause the 
cities to be inhabited, and the waste places shall be rebuilt. And the land that 
was desolate shall be tilled, instead of being the desolation that it was in the 
sight of all who passed by. And they will say, ‘This land that was desolate has 
become like the garden of Eden, and the waste and desolate and ruined cities 
are now fortified and inhabited.’…

- Ezekiel 36:22-35



Peace and the Prophets

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. He will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD.

- Malachi 3:1-3

“The coming of God is truly not only a joyous message, but is, first, frightful news for 
anyone who has a conscience.  And only when we have felt the frightfulness of the 
matter can we know the incomparable favor.  God comes in the midst of evil, in the 
midst of death, and judges the evil in us and in the world. … We have become so 
accustomed to the idea of divine love and of God’s coming at Christmas that we no 
longer feel the shiver of fear that God’s coming should arouse in us.” - Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer



Not yet, but already

• Peace with God

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 
us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.


- 2 Corinthians 5:17-21



Not yet, but already

• Peace with one another

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new 
man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in 
one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and 
preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For 
through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole 
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you 
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

- Ephesians 2:13-22



Simeon’s Song (Nunc Dimittis)

	 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord's Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms 
and blessed God and said,


“Lord, now you are letting your servant 
depart in peace, 

according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation 

that you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel.” 

	 

	 	 And his father and his mother 
marveled at what was said about him. And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 
mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the 
fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 
that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 
hearts may be revealed.”


-Luke 2:25-35


